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I. During the nine and a half mouths mimce the Iragi revolution
(14 July) was launched, the Communists have become the strongest
single influence in Iraq.

A. They are rapidly wovimg toward a posities where they will
exevcise outright comtrel, be it from the facade of a
“sational froat, !:f:; an outright "peoples democrscy.”

11. Communists moved te this position of power from a place of
msegligible influence, with the party almoat totally repressed and
its key leaders jailed or deported by the former Nuri Said govern-
ment. Swift Communist progress has resulted from effective
cosrdination between the plamned activities of disciplined hard-
eore of the Iraqi Communist party and the diplomatic, economic
anéd military aid programs of the Simo-Soviet bloc states.

A. Commanists have takem sdvantsge of opportunities presented by
local situatiom, particularly by comtest for power after the
14 July military coup hetween Premier Qusim and pro~-Nasir
olensats originally led by Brigadier Arif.

B. Whea Qasim felt that he needod more than his own popiar
standing to wia out in his struggle agaimst UkR-supported
Arab astiosalists in Irag, Iragi Comsuaist party was ready
with support with its own mushrooming organization.

1. Siao-Soviet bloc was ready with support in the form of
diplomatic overtures, a whole series of cultural,
scisatific and techaical agreements, scholarship programs
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2. Alse, USIR made a $188,000,000 arms deal (mine shiploads
delivered to date).
3. It suhsequently supplied a $137,300,000 credit for
sesnamic developasant supervised by Soviet specizlists.
C. Commusist party leaders have used groving powsr sad special
infesnoe with Qusim gradually to elimisate snti-~-Communists
from kvy govermmeat and army posts. Whether these anti-
Commupints were pro-Nasirites, plaim Iraqi nationalists,
or socialists, has mot mattered. This precess coatimuing.
111. The UAR-gsupperted sbortive Mosul revolt in early Naréh paved the
way for am even wore vigorous and opem growth of Communist influeance
A. As g result (asin's govermmeat bas usdertaken s sweepliug
esmpaign of purgisg sad/er arresting leading anti-Communists
in the army snd bureaucrsacy.
B. All sigaificant information media imside Iraq are mov in
Communist hands.
€. The sise of the Communist-dominated Popular Resistante Force
has been incressed; momisally under army comtrol, it is
apparently gotting some arms, its members act as z type ot
stors troops and there may be as many as 30,000,
D. Some friction Detween the Popular Resistance Farces sad the
army comtinmucs, but with so many semior officers already
usder srrest, present army leaders appear cowed,
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Chief of the air force, and army deputy chief of staff for
operations, asd deputy chief of staft for planning, are
Communists .

2 pervading general atmosphere of fear,
typical of a descendiag "irom curtais.” All Westerners are
subjest to new "security restrictions™ and Iragis are afraid
to talk with Amsricaas privately or for any leagth of time,
lest they be chargsd with plotting.

Communist-organized mass demomstrations are staged almost
weekly to keep remsiming sati-Commumist elements aware of the
Communist "power of the street.”

Enre and mere Yesters business imterests are being squeenad
out, sud pro-Commmnist Boonomics Binister Kubba is proceeding
with hiz effcrts to establish a Soviet-medel planaing apparatus,

5 X1
sose hepe that Qasim can amd will turn uum% X1

the Commumists. This despite imcreasing harassment of 29X1

X1
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Hasir is comtimuing hts propaganda barrage against Communiam ia
goneral aad Iraql Communism in particular. He is alse using
wwimmmmmmmumaxmz
berder posts, but he a0 longer appears to have the asssts to
toment & successful uprising in Iraq.

The Soviet Union, well pleased with the way things are going in
Irag, and aaxicus to comtisue s useful relstionship with the UAR,
t8 comtinuiag its sfforts to coavimce Nasir that his anti-Communist
sanpaign aids only the West.

25X1

1.

Ihrusbchev is said to have described Nasir

a8 8 "truve matiomalist” and “"the oaly lsader of the Arab

wrld.”

2. Ns reportedly apologized for saying on a 1€ March speech
that Fasir used the "language of the imperialists.”

8. In his speeches

Nasir bas in f2éfX]

1imited his anti-Communint statements to the dmmger of
Communism in the Arab ares.

C. Be is said to have stated on 27 April tﬁt he will stop the
canpaign against the Communists and Irag because he is unsure
that he can "wia” in Iraq snd because he feels he does not
have adeguate Vestern support.
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ViI. Another element of imstability in ares and posmible lever for
USSR en’ Kurdish ninorities,

A, Some 800,000 Xurds in Iraq, 500,000 in Iran, 150, 000;!'& in
Turkey, several hundred thousand in Byria and abaut 100,000
in USER,

B. Some months ago the famous FKurdish rebel, Mulla Mustafa
Barsani, returned to Baghdad, FHe had been in USSR since
1948 where he fled after his effort to ereate a Kurdish
state in Iraq and lran had failed,

C. Receatly some 850 Rurds were repatriated to Iraq from USEBR
by ship via the Buex to Basra.

D. EAR propaganda claims these were to form a *foreign legion™
but there is no resl evidence to support this,

£. Kurds sbetted by Soviet agents are, of course, & potential
pressure group whieh could act in Soviet ianterest and could
esuse serious troubdle especially in Iraq and Iran,

YIII.Meanwhile, in sdjacent ares Iran, goveraument af!tcizls are concerned
not only ater local repercussbns to Iraqi davolapuentn put over the
possible effecis of bitter Soviet propaganda attacks ageinst Shah,

A. The attacks began after termination of unsuccessful Seviet-
Iranian ponaggremsion treaty talks on 10 February,

B. 1Iran's conclusion ef a defense treaty with US on 5 March is
being used as additional propagands materisl by Soviet Union.

€. The situstion is made more dangercus because there are dis-
satisficd elements in Iran, which ianclude some of the middle

¢lass and lewer ranks of army.
B. Beoviet propaginds attacks may give encouragement to such elements

Aﬁﬂo?&!?oFR&E?gb’?oo%fomm.appsszbozsRooo100060016-2



